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Carl  Bersch 
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ersch,  Carl 


Washington— Lincoln  Tragedy  Sketched  oy  witness 


Lincoln  Tragedy  Lives 
In  Painting  Sketched  On 
Spot  By  Artist  Witness 

BY  SUE  M'NAMARA.  TheThPntrA  fc "  n,,t™,«^'i.,   V~A  ^ 

•«r«..uiw.n*«r,    u0i,    11    <joi     a  ».<„  meatre  is  outwardly  about  the 

Washington    Feb    11    (AP)-A  pic-  same  as  ia  1865.  Plans  are  being  made 
ture  depicting  the  tragedy  of  Lincoln's  to  have  the  interior  regtore£Bt™Jf 
death-sketched     across     the     street  ciude  the  box  in  which  Lincoln  sat 
from  the  scene  of  his  assassination —     col  tr  s  r,r»nt   r,™ „^^^      *  «     . 
W  be  shown  pobUoly  for  ,he  *^'$&f^*£S£S'££«Z 
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tient  was  chosen  for  the  openmg  of  | 
the  new  Lincoln  museum  in  Ford's 
theatre  and  for  the  display  of  the 
picture,  for  sixty  years  treasured  in 
an  old  Annapolis  home. 
I  From  a  balcony  opposite  the  thea- 
tre Carl  Bersch,  31-year-old  artist, 
was  calmly  sketching  the  parading 
crowds  that  memorable  night  of 
April  14,  1865. 

Everybody  was  gay.  The*  war  was 
over.  Flags  and  fireworks  made  a 
red  glow  on  the  theatre. 

Tragedy  Burst  Upon  Him. 

Unknowingly  Bersch  was  drawing  a 
background, for  one  of  the  most  tragic 
and  dramatic  events  in  American 
history. 

A  sudden  commotion — tension,  ter- 
ror! ■  Instead  of  running  to  the  street, 
the  artist  kept  on  sketching.  His 
pencil  caught  the  agitation,  the  tu- 
mult, the  great  fallen  figure  being 
carried  out.  The  picture  is  inscribed: 
"Lincoln  Borne  by  Loving  Hands." 

Bersch  made  the  scene  into  a  re- 
markable large  oil  painting  which  has 
been  lent  to  the  new  Lincoln  museum 
by  the  artist's  daughter,  Mrs.  Carrie 
L.  Fischer  of  nnapolis.  Bersch  died 
25  years  ago. 

Many  Relics  In  Museum. 

The  painting  is  only  one  of  thou- 
sands of  interesting  articles  in  the 
museum,  some  of  which  have  been 
newly  acquired. 

Others  belonging  to  the  famous 
Oldroyd  collection  now  owned  by  the 
government  and  formerly  housed  in 
the  dwelling  across  the  street  where 
Lincoln  died  have  been  added. 

These  rare  Lincoln  relics  were  col- 
lected by  the  late  Captain  Osborn  H. 
Oldroyd  over  a  period  of  40  years. 

Lincoln's  Bible,  a  log  from  his  early 
home,  a  flag  which  he  carried,  his 
chair  and  desk  are  there. 

Even  after  they  passed  into  the 
government's  hands  the  old  captain 
could  not  bear  to  be  separated  from 
his  relics.  He  was  given  a  desk  and 
chair  in  the  quiet  little  house,  and 
there  he  was  content  until  he  died. 

Captain  O.  O.  Dillon,  on  duty  at  the 
museum,  tells  you  in  detail  how  John 
Wilkes  Booth  planned  and  executed 
the  assassination  and  how  after  firing 
the  fatal  shot  his  spur  caught  in  the 
folds  of  the  flag,  causing  him  to  break 
his  leg  in  a  fall  to  *he  stage. 

Clear  winter  light  streams  through 
the  great  window  which  was  formerly 
the  door  through  which  Lincoln  en- 
tered the  theatre. 

Nearby  is  the  cradle  in  which  all 
Lincoln's  children  were  rocked,  his 
desk,  the  cook  stove  on  which  his 
last  meal  was  cooked  when  he  left 
Sorinefield. 
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Artist   Sat   Across   Street 

From  Theater  on  April  14, 

1865,  and  Drew  Sketch. 


WASHINGTON,  Feb.  7.— (AP)— A 
picture  depleting  the  tragedy  of 
Lincoln's  death— sketched-  across  the 
street  from  the  scene  of  his  assas- 
sination—will  be  shown  publicly  for 
the  first  time  on  Feb.  12.  .- 

The  birthday  of  the  Civil  War 
president  was  chosen  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  Lincoln  museum  in 
Ford's  theater  and  for  the  display 
of  the  picture,  for  60  years  treas- 
ured  in  an  old  Annapolis   home. 

From  a  balcony  opposite  the  the- 
ater Carl  Bersch,  31-year-old  art  1st, 
was  cMidrpsketchtag  the  parading 
crowds  that  memorable  night  or 
April  14,   1865. 

Everybody  was  gay.  The  war  was 
ever.  Flags  and  fireworks  made  a 
red  glow  on  the  theater. 

Unknowingly  Bersch  was  drawing 
a  background  for  one  of  the  most 
tragic  and  dramatic  events  In  Ameri- 
can history. 

A  sudden  commotion  —  tension, 
terror  1  Instead  of  running  to  the 
Street,  the  artist  kept  on  sketching. 
His  pencil  caught  the  agitation,  the 
tumult,  the  great  fallen  figure  being 
carried  out.  The  picture  is  inscribed: 
"Lincoln  Borne  by  Loving  Hands." 

Bersch  made  the  scene  into  a  re- 
markable large  oil  painting  which 
has  been  lent  to  the  new  Lincoln 
Museum  by  the  artist's  daughter, 
Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Fischer  of  Annapolis. 
Bersch  died  25  years  ago. 

Many  Belies  In  Museum. 
The  painting  is  only  one  of  thou- 
sands  of   interesting   articles   in   the 
museum    some   of   which   have   been 
newly  acquired. 

Others  belonging  to  the  famous 
Oldroyd  collection  now  owned  by  the 
government  and  formerly  housed  In 
the  dwelling  across  the  street  where 
Lincoln  died  have  been  added. 

These  rare  Lincoln  relics  were  col- 
lected by  the  late  Capt.  Osborn  H. 
Oldroyd  over  a  period  of  40  years. 

Lincoln's  Bible,  a  log  from  his  early 
home,  a  flag  which  he  carried,  his 
chair  and  desk  are  there. 

Even  after  they  passed  into  the 
government's  hands  the  old  captain 
could  not  bear  to  be  separated  from 
his  relics.  He  was  given  a  desk  and 
chair  in  the  quiet  little  house,  and 
there  he  was  content  until  he  died. 


Capt.  O.  O.  Dillon,  on  duty  at  the 
museum,  tells  you  in  detail  how  John 
Wilkes  Booth  planned  and  executed 
the  assassination  and  how  after  fir- 
ing the  fatal  shot  his  spur  caught  in 
■  the  folds  of  the  flag,  causing  him  to 
break  his  leg  in  a  fall  to  the  stage. 

Clear  winter  light  streams  through 
the  great  window  which  was  former. 
ly  the  door  through  which  Lincoln 
entered  the  theater. 

Nearby  is  the  cradle  In  which  all 
Lincoln's  children  were  rocked,  his 
desk,  the  cook  stove  on  which  his 
last  meal  was  cooked  when  he  left 
Springfield. 

The  theater  is  outwardly  about  the 
same  as  in  1865.  Plans  are  being 
made  to  have  the  Interior  restored  to 
include  the  box  in  which  Lincoln  sat. 

Col.  U.  S.  Grant,  grandson  6t  Pres- 
ident Grant,  will  broadcast  from  the 
new  museum  on  the  afternoon  of 
Lincoln's  Birthday. 
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